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|S CONSCIOUSNESS RETURNS. THE 


PRISONER OPENED HIS EYES TO 
DISCOVER... 

I'm in total darkness and the 

place smells damp! They've 

buried me alive sWhy haven't 

they Killed me with the others? 
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Wit THERE BE TIME? THE THE PENDULUM strikes, 
\ST THONG IS ABOUT TO |THE PRISONER TWISTS HIS 
URST, WHILE THE PENDU- HEART. ++ 
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Once again hai 
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WATCHING THE PRISONER BATTLE FOR 
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ExT 
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he WALLS CONTINUE TO CLOSE IN SHE DEMONS KEEP-TURNING THE WHEELS 
AYMAKING THE CELL SMALLER AND SMALLER... || “AND THE WALLS FLATTEN... 
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SIOSER AND CLOSER THE 
BURNING IRON WALLS APPROACH... 


‘TL can't stand it/ The burning 
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THE ADVENTURE OF HANS PFALL 
GpHE LESSENING OF THE LOAD GPE MAYOR STARTS TO READ] 
CAUSES THE BALLOON TO. THE LENGTHY LETTER... 
SAIL UPWARDS. THE MAYOR 
NOW FREE TO PICK LIP THE LETTER. = : 
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BND WATCHED IT 


Z HE BALLOON BECAME HEAVY WITH 
ao GI MOISTURE AND STARTED TO DROP 
NUINS, 2 GZ = quicely THRew SOME 
Be A EAN BALLAST OVERt 
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S@BuURING THE STORM, PUSS HAD. 
THREE KITTENS. I PLACED THEM 
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WITH THE IDEA OF STUDYING THEIR| 
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GPHE BALLOON HiT A POCKETOF | |"GPHE LOSS OF BLOOD EASED My. 
RAREFIED AIR, MY LUNGS BEGAN| | UBREATHING AND AS THE BALLOON 
10 BulesT SO, QUICKLY TAKING. PTO SOKe 2 CECIPED: 


CONTINUE! 
MY PENKNIFE, I CUT A VE TO PUT THE CONDENSER TO WORK... 
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GPE BALLOON CONTINUED 7O_sOAR, | [QM THE FOLLOWING Days THE EARTH: 
AND BY 7 AM.,I COULD SEE THE CIRCUMFERENCE SEEMED TO FLATTEN 
CUTER RIM OF THE BOLAR REGION. 7 
2 COULD STILL SEE STARS IN TH 
Sky ALTHOUGH IT WA 


ame 
eae 


NTURE OF HANS PFALL 


4 0 —— 


" Ry CALCULATIONS HAD BEEN corRecy] 
INA FEW DAYS; T WOULD REACH MY| 
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“@But AFTER FIVE YEARS ON TH 
MOON, LONGED FOR HOME 


" GBLEASE, MYNHERR, USE YOUR 
UENCE IN GETTING MY PARDON 
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THE FALL OF THE 
cs HOUSE OF USHER 


_ By Edgar Allan 
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COULD HAVE SWORN THAT JU: 
ROM WITHIN THe HOUSE, CAME THE HE RPPNG| 7, ROUND A 
SNP CRACKING NOISES OF BOARDS BE A GOLDEN PALACE. HE STRUCK THE 
SERPENT WHICH GAVE FORTH A WEIR. 
AND PIERCING SH = 


MEW, THERE WAS NO MISTAKE, 
Gd 


'T HEARD A METALLIC, 
CLANGING ECHO... 
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Save me? Seve 
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ND THERE, STOOD MAPELINE OF 
FOR A MOMENT, THE LIVING 
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fA, SUPDEN PANIC 
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EDGAR ALLAN POE 


10 AMERICAN reader, Poe was poorly paid for his master- 
writerhas great- pieces, as his stories were not popular with 
er claim to genius than _the masses. 
Edger Allan Poe, His He eventually moved to Fordham, then 
poetry combines the suburb of New York City, with his wife and 
rhythm of stirring her mother. His wife became an invalid, and 
music and the sounds his sorrow is expressed in his writing, for 
of beautiful and powerful words. His short Poe loved his wife dearly. 
stories, beautifully written, delve into the At times, this unhappy trio lacked even 
weird, the fantastic, yet always plausible the bare necessities of life and Poe or his 
realms of fiction, For Poe was a logician and mother-in-law would go begging from pub- 
mathematician. His stories are forerunners lisher to publisher, trying to sell at any price 
of the modern detective story. ‘a poem or a story that eventually was to be 

Poe was born in Boston in 1809. He was accepted by the literary world as @ master- 
orphaned at the age of three and was adopted piece. 
by a wealthy Virginia couple named Allan. Poe's wife died in 1847 and he was stricken 
He was raised in an atmosphere of by inconsolable grief, He took heav- 
pampered luxury, and later at- ily to drink, and won the 
tended the University of Vir- antagonism of society for ap 
ginia, Although high in his pearing arrogant and bad 
studies, he became addicted to hearted. He died lone and 

bling and drinking, and without friends in Baltimore 

i school to join the army. fon October 7, 1849. 

Poe then enrolled at West Poe's works reflect the unhap- 
Point where his riotous living fol- piness of his life and the unrest of his 
lowed him. He once swam across the Hud- __80U!. He wrote his own history when in The 
son River because his fancy struck him to Raven he spoke of “unmerciful Disaster fol- 
do so, While at West Point, he learned that lowed fast and followed faster. . . . Till the 
his foster father had remarried and that he dirges of his Hope that melancholy bore. 
was to be cut from his will without a cent. Of never, never more.” 
Later he was dismissed from the military Today, almost a century after his death, 
academy for disgraceful conduct. Poe is given his proper. valuation, and his 

Breaking away from the Allan family, short stories are considered among the finest 
Poe endeavored to make his own living. He | in American literature and are loved by 
wrote poetry and a short story, A Manu- young and old alike. 
seript Found in a Bottle, which won a prize a 
in 1833, He then worked on the "Southern 
Literary Messenger” in Richmond, Virginia, 
until 1836, and married his cousin, Virginia 
‘Clemm in that year. 

‘Then came years of hardship. Writing on 
a plane high above the level of the average 
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seek H APPILY, the government of the 


United States, which gives to bigotry 
no sanction, to persecution no assist 
ance, requires only that those who live 
under its protection should demean 


themselves as good citizensxex” 


FROM A LETTER WRITTEN BY 
GEORGE WASHINGTON IN 1730 | 


